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What does it mean to be in a position of authority? How do we view authority? 

Authority can be squandered on oneself. It can be fretted away by purposeless use. It can be hoarded and guarded. We can obsess over it, lust for it, and envy those who have it. It can constitute our self-image. We can wear it proudly on our business cards, our desk nameplates, our parking spaces, and the lettering on our office doors.

Matthew chapter 8 contains the account of Jesus and the Roman centurion. The centurion comes to Jesus seeking healing for his servant. When Jesus says, "I will come and heal him," the centurion replies, "Only speak a word and my servant will be healed." Jesus then turns and says to the crowd concerning this non-Jew, "I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel." Did the centurion recognize that Jesus had authority, just as he had authority?

Acts chapter 10 records the first preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles by the apostle Peter. This door was opened in the house of Cornelius, another Roman centurion. Luke, the author of Acts, writes concerning Cornelius, "[He was] a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave charitable gifts to the people, and prayed to God always." Two centurions; one singled out as an example of great faith and the other chosen to have his friends and family be the first Gentiles to hear the Gospel.

What was it about these two centurions that placed them in such prominent New Testament positions? Was it that they were men in authority? When we think of other Biblical personages in authority, we might consider Joseph's ultimate position in Egypt, Daniel in the kingdoms of Babylonia and Persia, and King David. We may think of Christ's apostles and of Christ Himself. They were all in authority, or were they?

Why did Jesus single out the centurion's faith? Was it that the centurion believed that Jesus needed only to say the word and his servant would be healed? What was it the centurion recognized that enabled him to confidently believe the word of Jesus would be sufficient? What did the centurion see that others didn't see? 

The centurion said to Jesus, "For I am a man in authority." 
The above is a deliberate misquote. The centurion did not say that. The centurion actually said..."For I also am a man under authority." The centurion recognized that Jesus did not derive His authority from Himself, but from God His Father. The centurion was first under authority before he could exercise authority. The centurion was a steward of authority, not a consumer of authority. He recognized this same element in Jesus, and therefore was confident in Christ's word of healing.

How do we view authority? How do we view ourselves in relation to authority?
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