Uncle Caskie Just Kept Putting It Off
By: Robert L. Withers

My grandfather’s first name was Caskie and that was also the name of his eldest son, my eldest uncle.

Uncle Caskie, Aunt Clare and their family lived out in the country in Loundon County, Virginia. Now as far as I know there isn’t much country left in Loundon County – but there was a time when Loundon County was truly country and when going to visit uncle Caskie was a major investment in time.

Today Loundon County would no doubt have you believe that it has gone from being country to having beautiful countryside, but don’t you believe it. What it is trying to pass for countryside is toll roads, strip centers, malls, office complexes and subdivision after subdivision. There is no country and there is no countryside.

Uncle Caskie not only lived in the country, he was country, raising hogs and chickens and getting milk directly from cows. All of this was a wonder to a city boy like me.

One of my fond memories of being at uncle Caskie’s was the time one of my cousins set off a firecracker within a cinderblock that uncle Cleve was sitting on. There wasn’t much the uncles could say in response because they were always doing similar things either to each other or to their friends.

Take uncle Cleve for instance, there was the time he borrowed a friend’s brand new car only to return with a hog in it. Talk about breaking in a new car. So you see Uncle Cleve really couldn’t say much when the aforementioned firecracker was detonated beneath his derriere.

Take my Dad, there was the time he placed raw fish within the hubcaps of a friend’s car.

So you see, the firecracker was no big deal when it did go off.

I don’t recall uncle Caskie pulling pranks on anyone. I think he was probably too busy working to have any play time, rearing five children in the country wasn’t a piece of cake back in the days when Loundoun County was really country.

One day, so the story goes, late in life uncle Caskie got pulled over by a Virginia State Trooper. I suppose Caskie might have been going a bit over the speed limit, or he may have had an expired state inspection sticker on his windshield, or he may have been driving a bit erratically – the Withers’ men were known to drive erratically after having a nip or two. In any event the trooper asked uncle Caskie for his driver’s license. 

“I haven’t got one,” uncle informed the trooper.

“Well, where is it?

“I haven’t got one.”

“Did you leave it at home?”

“I haven’t got one.”

“What do you mean you haven’t got one? Did you lose it?”

“No.”

“Then where is it?”

“I told you, I ain’t got one. I ain’t never had one.”

“What? You mean you’ve never gotten a driver’s license? How old are you?”

“I’m 55 years old.”

“You’re 55 years old and you’ve never had a driver’s license?”

“That’s right.”

“Why? Why haven’t you ever gotten a driver’s license?”

“I just kept putting it off.”

The trooper looked at uncle Caskie in disbelief and said, “Get on out of here.”

At the time of this incident uncle Caskie drove a truck for the city of Herndon, Virginia. I thought it was amazing that he was driving for a municipality without a driver’s license.

There are folks who go through life “just putting things off.” 

“One day I’ll give some thought to God. One day I’ll read the Bible. One day I’ll see if Jesus is really who He says He is. One day I’ll respond to what I sense God is prompting me to do.”

“One day I’ll pick up the phone and call my brother who I haven’t spoken to in ten years.”

“One day I’ll ask for forgiveness.”

“One day I’ll make restitution.”

The list can go on and on. The trouble is that the longer we “just put things off” the more likely we are never to do those things. 

Paul writes about “redeeming the time.” Jesus teaches about a foolish man who thought he had forever to enjoy his wealth. 

As far as I know uncle Caskie died without ever obtaining a driver’s license. I suppose that if you’re going to put something off that from an eternal perspective putting off getting a driver’s license isn’t the end of the world.

I also suppose that putting off certain other things could be.

What have you left undone in your life that you need to take care of today?
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