Who Is In Control?

PRIVATE
"So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven." (Acts 26:19) 

On my second to last visit to Dan Smick at Beth Israel Deaconess hospital in Boston, he was asleep when I walked into the room. After a few minutes his eyes opened, he looked at me and smiled and said, "It's good to see you, brother. I've been thinking about some new ways to share the Gospel that I'd like to talk to you about." 

There he was, fighting for his life, and his thoughts were on other people. God had given Dan Smick a vision for the marketplace, and he was faithful to that vision to his last breath. In a culture where we are taught that we are the products of some chemical accident, where life is portrayed as the roll of dice, and where identity is often reduced to a social security number; Dan had a vision that considered every woman, man, boy and girl precious in the sight of God.

In a marketplace where power, prestige, and money too often rule; Dan had a vision that what we do and the way we do it matters to God, and should be of service to our fellow man. Dan was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 

I close with the following excerpts from Dan Smick.

"There is an old aphorism that says, "If Christ is not Lord of all, then he is not Lord at all." As career-oriented people we might put it this way: "For Christ to be the Lord of our lives, we must submit to His sovereign rule over every aspect of our marketplace experience." The more specific our submission, the better. For instance, Jesus Christ wants to be the Lord of our organizational chart, including the way we relate to a difficult boss, competitive colleagues and poorly motivated employees. Jesus Christ wants to be the Lord of our Rolodex, including our carefully cultivated reputation with clients and competitors in the business and professional community. Jesus Christ wants to be the Lord of our Daytimer, including our commitments to maintain priorities and keep promises. Jesus Christ wants to be the Lord of our paychecks, including our use of money and life-style decisions...

“Christ wants to transform who we are at the very core of our being, not just at the surface of our lives where others are so easily impressed. So the Lord interrupts our careers with experiences that test our faith and build character...

The twist of course is that those of us who need Christ the most are often the ones who don't make the time. "Once I get my career under control," they reason, "then I'll take the time to reevaluate my life." But that brings us right back to the key question, who is in control of your career and your life, right now?"

In Christ, our Lord of the Marketplace,

Bob Withers
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