Whose Life Is It Anyhow?

PRIVATE
"I've looked after you, your family, and this company, and I will not be treated like this!" With those words I walked out of my boss's office. I was so upset at what had transpired that I knew I needed to get away from the office, so I got in my car and drove home; angry and hurt. Where was the justice and equity in the decision- making process in our firm? How could I stand for being treated in such a manner?
The next morning I arrived at my friend Dan's office to meet with my weekly small group. As I was making coffee for the group, my friend Derek arrived and I related to him what had happened at work the preceding day. It was clearly an unjust situation. As I was in the process of quoting the above parting words to my boss, the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart and said, "You belong to me. Who are you to say how you will and will not be treated?" It was if a dagger had pierced my heart. I stopped speaking, and humbly related to Derek what I sensed God communicating to me.

When I arrived at the office that morning, I went straight to my boss and apologized for my words the day before and told him that I would adhere to his decision.

When I left his office I felt as if a burden had been lifted from my shoulders, for I had acknowledged Jesus Christ as the Lord of the marketplace and trusted Him to see me through the unfolding situation. While I knew that the coming weeks and months would be difficult, I had relinquished control to Christ and now the future was in His hands. This was something that we would walk through together.

Paul writes to the Corinthians, "You are not your own; you were bought with a price." 1Cor.6:19-20. Is it my life or God's? Is it my career or God's? Is it my reputation or God's? If it is mine, then I must be ever vigilant to preserve it, honor it, and defend it. If it is mine, then I must never relax my guard and I must maintain my turf. If it is mine then I must beware of any slight, encroachment, or threat. If life and career are God's, then I am not called to control all things, but to be faithful in all things. If life and career are God's, then there may be times when I am called to be faithful when I am the object of injustice and inequity.

Surely this couldn't be, surely God wouldn't have me suffer as the object of inequity. How better to know Him, than to know what it is to trust our Father in such a situation? What better witness, than to gracefully live in Christ toward others in such a situation?

The apostle Peter wrote of Christ, "When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly," 1 Peter 2:23. The same Christ that Peter writes about lives inside the Christian.

Just as Pharaoh was God's instrument to generate change in the people of Israel, so there are times when unjust circumstances are God's catalyst for change in our lives. Just as Christ's opponents facilitated His mission to the world, so there are times when our opponents are used by God to facilitate His mission in us.

Regardless of the issue, regardless of the circumstance, the core question will always be, "Whose life is it, anyhow?"

In Christ, our Lord of the marketplace,
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